INTRODUCTION
There are currently 30 recognized Latrodectus species (Theridiidae family), commonly known as widow spiders, which are disseminated throughout the globe. 
one 5.0 cm violet blemish. After two days, laboratory tests were normal and the patient was discharged and monitored in our outpatient service.
DISCUSSION
Latrodectism is the envenomation by spiders belonging to the genus Latrodectus (Araneae: Theridiidae) and is associated with neurotransmitter discharge, particularly in the autonomic system (8, 9) . Globally, several Latrodectus species are responsible for severe arachnidism because of the high toxicity of their venoms (10, 11) .
It is important to determine evidence in clinical toxinology, in which a spider bite case meets the following criteria (12):
• clinical effects at the time of the bite;
• the spider being caught immediately after the bite;
• expert identification of the animal.
Morphologically, Latrodectus genus presents an hourglass shaped red/orange spot on the lower part of the globular abdomen, four pairs of eyes positioned in two parallel rows and, "comb feet" i. e., a comblike row of bristles on the tarsi of the hind legs which are used for flinging silk over its prey. Latrodectus females are more venomous and significantly larger than males (leg spans of 30 to 40 mm compared with 16 to 20 mm). Males are also capable of biting but rarely inflict severely venomous bites (13, 14) . It is a common spider in some regions of Brazil and also along some other parts of the eastern coast of South America and in South Africa (15) . Latrodectus geometricus (brown widow), L. curacaviensis (flamenguinha) and L.
mactans (black widow) can be found in Brazil.
Spiders of the Latrodectus genus have sedentary habits and weave irregular webs.
In Brazil, they are found on lawns and in peridomestic areas, parks, empty cans, old tires. Typically, they do not present aggressive behavior and accidents occur, commonly, if the spider is pressed against the victim's body. In general, patient ages range from 10 to 40 years old and the bite usually occurs on the upper limbs (16) .
The venom of Latrodectus spider contains a neurotoxin between 120 and 130 kDa known as α-LTX, which strongly binds to a specific presynaptic receptor creating ionic pores, thus provoking a massive release of neurotransmitters. It displays no selectivity for specific synapse types, has no effect on non-neuronal cell types, whether excitable or not, and produces no detectable enzymatic activity (17, 18) . The
